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THREATEN  EUROPE. 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  THE  WANT  OF 
SUCCESS  IN  THE  LATE  CAMPAIGN.— 
FAULTS  TO  BE  SHUNNED,  AND  MEANS 
TO  BE  TAKEN  TO  RENDER  THE 
PRESENT  DECISIVE  IN  FAVOUR 
OF  THE  REAL  FRIENDS  OF 
ORDER  AND  PEACE. 


AL  L  Europe  is  involved  in  cir- 
cumftances  hitherto  without  pre¬ 
cedent.  It  has  to  combat  enemies 
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really  formidable  by  their  number,  their 
courage,  and  refources  of  all  kinds ;  but 
ftill  more  dangerous  by  their  horrid  and 
dark  confpiracies  ;  by  their  criminal  indif¬ 
ference  about  the  means  of  obtaining  fuc- 
cefs;  by  their  principles  of  anarchy  and 
diforganization,  fo  well  contrived  to  delude 
the  multitude ;  by  the  correfpondence  they 
have  contrived  to  keep  up  in  all  countries, 
in  all  claffes,  even  with  fome  minifters !  . .  . 
Refpect  arrefts  my  pen,  and  prevents  my 
pointing  out,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  fu¬ 
ture  ages,  characters  ftill  more  confpi- 
cuous. 

>  -  *  ,  . 

It  is  a  war  of  extermination ,  as  the  regicides 
themfelves  have,  with  great  rcafon,  named 
it.  The  monfter  of  anarchy  muft  perifh, 
or  Europe  muft  expect  to  fee  the  downfall 
of  every  throne,  the  diffolution  of  all 
the  bands  of  fubordination  and  fociety,  the 
abolition  and  contempt  of  all  religion,  the 
fubverfion  of  all  principle,  the  violent  at¬ 
tack  of  all  property,  and  the  maffacre  of 

half 
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half  its  population  !  !  Such  is  the  only 
regeneration  that  one  ought  and  that  one 
can  reafonably  look  for,  on  the  part  of 
thofe  parricides,  that  have  imbrued  their 
hands  in  the  blood  of  the  moft  juft  of 
kings,  and  from  the  union  of  the  deepeft 
depravity  the  world  has  witneffed :  for, 
fince  crime  has  prevailed  in  France,  from 
the  time  that  the  grand  machine,  flaaken  to 
its  foundations,  has  menaced  all  with  fpee- 
dy  deftrudHon,  we  have  Teen  the  very  fcum 
and  outcafts  of  fociety,  collected  from  all 
parts,  around  this  centre  of  corruption ; 
as  hungfy  hyenas,  attradled  by  the  exhala¬ 
tions  of  dead  bodies,  unite  to  fhare  the 
horrid  repaft. 

The  prefent  has  no  refemblance  to  ordi¬ 
nary  wars,  in  themfelves  fufficiently  difguft- 
ing,  but,  at  leaft,  fubjedf  to  fome  laws 
which  diminifli  their  horror,  interrupted 
by  fome  fufpenfions  which  give  a  refpite  to 
humanity,  and  followed  by  a  peace  which 
gives  a  hope  of  repairing  the  wreck.  Here 
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there  is  no  quarter,  no  remiffion :  it  is  an 
animal  of  devaftation,  which  has  already 
defolated  the  country  which  gave  it  birth, 
and  againft  which  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
tries  have  been  forced  to  take  arms,  as  a 
means  of  avoiding  the  fame  fate.  It  is  fo¬ 
cial  order  ftruggling  with  barbarifm  ;  it  is, 
in  fome  fort,  nature  combining  her  efforts 
to  avoid  a  return  to  a  ftate  of  ruin  and 
chaos.  Who  could  believe  that  Europe 

would  look  on  and  behold  a  torrent  form- 
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ing  and  fweiling,  of  which  the  origin  and 
progrefs  fo  clearly  announced  its  ravages, 
without  feeing  that  it  threatened  its  fafety, 
or  at  lead:  without  oppofing  fome  obflacle 
to  it  ?  If  thofe,  who  diredled  its  courfe, 
had  not  been  reftrained  at  the  outfet  by 
the  fears  and  confiderations  which  they 
afterwards  fo  well  furmounted  $  if  they 
had  difplayed,  at  the  epoch  of  the  firft  at¬ 
tacks  of  Mom  and  Tiournay ,  that  concert  of 
meafares  and  that  boldnefs  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  them,  which  at  prefent  make  the 
fafety  of  mankind  a  problem;  the  evils  I 

now 
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now  announce,  only  with  a  view  of  effec¬ 
tually  avoiding  them,  would  have  over¬ 
whelmed  the  furface  of  Europe  ;  the  earth 
itfelf  would  have  been  a  vaft  field  of  blood 
and  carnage  :  and  this  is  not  an  idle  fpecu- 
lation,  a  chimerical  fear.  They  had  the 
power :  and,  before  a  fufficient  force  could 
have  been  collected  to  flop  them,  one  half 
of  Germany  and  all  Holland  would  have 
fallen.  They  would  have  accumulated  im- 
menfe  treafures ;  every  where  they  would 
have  facrificed  loyal  fubje&s;  have  armed 
their  numerous  partifans  ;  and  that  mafs 
of  weak  people,  who  are  governed  by  circum- 
ftances  alone,  the  one  and  the  other  having 
rendered  themfelves  fo  criminal  towards  all 
legitimate  authority,  would  foon  have  (hewn 
an  equal  energy  in  its  definition,  even  to 
the  ultimate  traces ;  the  train  of  combufti- 
ble  matter  fpread  itfelf  on  all  hands ;  and* 
in  this  fir  ft  moment  of  irrefolution,  of  ter¬ 
ror,  of  difmay,  and  of  ftupor,  the  confla¬ 
gration  would  have  been  general. 
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Divine  Providence  has  decreed  otherwife; 
for,  in  vain  fhould  we  fearch  elfewhere  for 
the  caufes  and  events  which  have  fo  ftrange- 
ly  confounded  all  human  prudence  and 
calculation.  Let  not  thofe,  whom  expe¬ 
rience  cannot  form,  and  whom  adverfity 
cannot  teach,  no  longer  allege  thefe 
empty  founds  of  the  incorruptible  fidelity 
of  troops^  of  the  natural  goodnefs  of  the 
people ,  of  attachment  to  fovereigns ,  6cc.  .  .  • 
fuccefsful  villany  always  finds  followers 
and  profelytes.  Before  that  fatal  period,  did 
there  exift  troops  more  faithful,  and  with 
whom  the  principles  of  honour  operated 
more  powerfully  ?  yet  thefe  have  ranged 
themfelves,  almoft  without  effort,  under 
the  ftandard  of  revolt.  Was  there  a  people 
more  gentle,  more  feeling,  more  hofpita- 
ble,  who  poflefled  in  a  greater  degree  all 
the  facial  virtues  ?  yet,  behold  at  prefent 
a  nation  of  cannibals,  of  anthropophagi , 
thiriling  for  blood,  and  the  floods  which 
they  inceflantly  fpill  feem  to  have  no 

other 
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other  effedt  but  to  irritate  their  devouring 
appetite.  In  fhort,  have  the  annals  of 
hiftory  preferved  in  remembrance  a  nation 
more  diftinguiflied  for  an  almoft  idolatrous 
veneration  for  their  kings,  and  who  have 
given  more  ftriking  and  multiplied  proofs 
of  it?  yet  the  moft  juft  of  fovereigns,  the 
beft  and  moft  loyal  of  men,  he  who  united 
the  piety  of  St.  Louis  to  the  paternal 
tendernefs  of  Kenry  the  IVth,  in  a  word, 
the  good  Louis  the  XVIth,  has  periftied  on 
a  fcaffbld.  His  laft  words  to  his  people 
are  words  of  benediction  and  of  love  $  and, 
at  the  inftant  that  the  fatal  axe  terminates 
the  courfe  of  fo  good  a  life,  the  air  is  rent 
with  cries  of  joy  ;  all  France  is  in  arms  to 
fupport  his  executioners  •,  they  return  to 
the  place  to  celebrate  the  anniverfary  of 
the  murder  of  their  auguft  vidtim,  and  the 
memory  of  this  execrable  aflaffination  has 
been  celebrated  throughout  the  kingdom  by 
rejoicings  and  patriotic  hymns, 
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So  many  and  fo  terrible  examples,  how¬ 
ever,  feem  to  have  produced  but  tranfient 
impreffions  even  on  thrones.  It  may  be 
faid  the  fpirit  of  blindnefs  has  lulled  the 
vidtims  into  fecurity,  at  the  very  moment 
that  the  daemon  of  madnefs  excites  their 
executioners ;  at  the  fame  inftant  a  fuper- 
natural  and  irrefiftible  force  feems  to  have 
armed  the  one  with  the  fword,  and  to  have 
drawn  on  the  other,  with  hafty  ftrides, 
to  inevitable  deftrudlion.  You  talk  of 
treaties,  of  a  perfedt  neutrality  ....  as 
if  folid  treaties  could  exift  with  the  tiger 
.  ...  as  if  it  were  fufficient  not  to  have 
provoked  him,  to  be  fafe  from  his  fury ; 
you  place  your  fecurity  in  the  remotenefs 
of  your  fituation  ....  as  though  a  long 
time  were  required  for  the  thunder  to  ex¬ 
tend  its  ravages  to  a  diftance ;  as  if  thofe 
who  form  an  eledlric  chain  did  not  expe¬ 
rience,  almoft  at  the  fame  inftant,  the  fame 
fhock.  It  looks  like  playing  with  a  revo¬ 
lution  which  threatens  to  overturn  every 
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thing,  to  fvvallow  up  every  thing,  which 
makes  no  fecret  of  its  views,  and  which  eve¬ 
ry  day  acquires  new  means  to  realize  them. 
Your  views  are  fordid;  you  form  the  nar¬ 
row  and  felfifh  calculations  of  egotifts, 
at  the  time  that  the  devouring  flames  fur- 
round  all  parts  of  the  focial  edifice,  whilft 
the  concurrence  of  all  is  neceflary  to  form 
a  barrier  to  their  threatening  progrefs : 
when  it  is  fo  much  your  intereft  to  be  juft 
at  home  and  terrible  abroad,  you  employ 
but  half-means  againft  the  common  enemy, 
and  keep  the  reft  of  your  power  to  create 
new  ones. 

In  fo  ftrange  a  ftate  of  things  it  may 
be  permitted,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  friend 
to  order  to  make  his  voice  heard ;  when  a 
violent  conflagration  appears,  every  one 
has  a  right  to  interfere  to  flop  its  ravages : 
let  us  profit  of  the  moment  ere  it  is  yet 
too  late.  Let  us  not  conceal  then  the  force 
of  the  regicides ;  a  great  part  of  our 
misfortunes  proceeds  from  our  having 
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been  ignorant  of  or  from  our  defpi- 
ling  them:  let  us  referve  all  our  con¬ 
tempt  for  their  principles.  I  begin  from 
a  bafe  the  moft  fi tuple  and  the  molt 
inconteftible :  a  vaft  kingdom  on  which 
nature  feemed  to  have  heaped  all  her  fa¬ 
vours  ;  bordered  by  ftrong  places,  where  art 
feemed  to  have  exhaufted  herfelf  $  a  popu¬ 
lation  immenfe,  and  naturally  warlike, 
whofe  deftruciive  a&Ivity  will  always 
form  a  balance  againft  moft  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  the  enemy ;  diftinguiftied  from 
other  nations  by  an  impetuofity  commonly 
irrefiftible  $  arfenals  numerous  and  well 
furnifhed,  with  means  of  induftry  and 
profperity  above  calculation,  and  which, 
for  the  moft  part,  fet  them  always  rapidly 
to  repair  their  lofles ;  a  corps  of  engineers 
well  inftructed,  artillery  the  moft  conside¬ 
rable,  and  without  queftion  the  beft,  in 
Europe.  ....  Such  is  the  faithful  pidture 
of  the  powers  of  France  in  its  ordinary  cir- 
eumftances. 
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Let  us  add  now,  to  fo  many  advantages 
united,  thofe  which  evidently  arife  from 
its  hate  of  actual  crifis.  The  annihilation 
of  commerce  and  of  navigation,  of  all  the 
arts  of  luxury,  of  a  heap  of  profeffions  and 
and  trades,  has,  of  courfe,  irritated  all  thofe 
that  derived  their  fubfiftence  from  thefe 
fources.  In  the  firft  moments  of  disorga¬ 
nization  and  tyranny,  foreign  powers 
might  reckon  on  the  greateff  number  of 
this  difcontented  mafs ;  but  afterwards,  ter¬ 
rified  by  examples  of  rigour,  convinced  of 

r 

the  danger  and  the  inutility  of  their  efforts, 
led  afl ray  by  all  kinds  of  iliuuon,  and 
preffed  byadtual  want,  they  put  themfelves 
into  the  pay  of  their  executioners  ;  tney 
are  rendered  the  very  inftruments  of  their 
vengeance  ;  almoft  the  whole  of  them  have 
joined  thofe  legions  that  have  been  kept  in 
pay  at  Paris  and  in  the  provinces,  to  keep 
alive  terror  and  violence  in  every  fliape,  or 
the  hordes  on  the  frontiers,  not  unlike 
thofe* of  the  ancient  Normans,  who  marched 
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with  defolation  in  their  train,  feeking  a  dis¬ 
tant  death,  becaufe  their  own  country  for¬ 
bad  them  the  means  of  fubfiflence.  They 
then  only  followed  the  imperious  call  of 
hunger  $  but,  foon  uniting  with  every  thing 
the  moll  depraved,  they  themfelves  became 
the  models  of  corruption,  and  thencefor¬ 
ward  a  return  to  a  peaceable  and  la¬ 
borious  mode  of  life  was  no  longer 
poffible ;  for,  it  may  be  remarked,  that 
the  difcipline  of  camps  and  armies,  how¬ 
ever  drift  it  may  be,  whatever  activity  it 
may  require,  forms  only  men  ufelefs  or  dan¬ 
gerous  to  fociety  afterwards.  It  is  thus  that, 
by  little  and  little,  idlenefs  and  hunger  have 
over- run  France  with  criminals,  that  this 
vad  kingdom  is  transformed  into  a  camp 
bridling  with  bayonets,  that  the  founderies 
of  arms  have  acquired  an  extraordinary 
aftivity,  that  innumerable  armies  are  dis¬ 
tributed  on  the  frontiers,  and  that  new 
ones  Spring  up,  as  it  were,  by  enchant¬ 
ment,  wherever  an  unforfeen  accident  has 
*  required  their  prefence.  We  have  had 
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but  too  many  proofs  of  the  truth  of  this 
in  the  different  epochs  of  the  war  in  la 
Vendee ,  at  Lyons,  Marfeilles ,  Bourdeaux, 
Toulon,  See. 

\ 

This  nurfery  of  men,  of  which  a  new 
generation,  bred  up  in  the  midft  of  a- 
larms,  is  produced  daily  to  repair  their 
former  Ioffes,  exifts  only  by  war,  pro¬ 
fiting  even  by  defeat,  which  is  fure  to 
be  attributed  to  the  treachery  of  their 
generals,  to  which  fuggeflion  they  fall 
the  certain  facrifice.  Encouraged  by  fuc- 
cefles,  more  or  lefs  brilliant  againft  all 
their  enemies,  excited  by  the  ardour  of 
pillage,  and  by  the  moft  infidious  and 
moft  atrocious  fuggeftions,  intoxicated  by 
a  fpecies  of  fanaticifm,  which  infpires 
with  all  its  madnefs  nations  the  moft 
calm,  which  produces  numberlefs  traits 
of  heroifm  amongft  people  the  leaft  war¬ 
like,  led  on  by  chiefs  whofe  only  alterna- 
tive  is  the  fcaffold  or  fuccefs,  and  who  can 
only  obtain  this  fuccefs  by  the  total  over¬ 
throw 
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throw  of  empires ;  too  deeply  criminal, 
too  entirely  abandoned  to  licentioufnefs 
and  debauchery,  not  to  dread  the  return 
of  order  $  always  fed  with  the  fedudtive 
hope  that  they  will  fhortly  repofe  in  peace 
and  opulence  on  the  fpoils  of  their  vic¬ 
tims  :  ....  all  concur  in  fliewing  that 
the  revolted  people  of  France  will  not  ceafe 
to  unite  to  the  ardent  bravery  of  the  an¬ 
cient  Gauls  a  ferocity  hitherto  unknown, 
and  that  tremendous  conftancy  which  ap¬ 
pears  fo  utterly  inconfiftent  with  their 
thoughtlefs  and  fprightly  character. 

Shall  we,  in  1794,  be  deluded  by  that 
herd  of  idle  and  ignorant  politicians  who 
are  perpetually  crying  out,  as  in  the  firffc 
fix  months  of  the  revolution,  that  nothing 
violent  can  be  durable,  and  therefore  that 
thofe  extraordinary  efforts  of  France  pre¬ 
dict  a  fpeedy  termination  ?  It  is  too  appa¬ 
rent,  that  this  general  maxim  can  have  no 
application  in  the  prefent  circumftances. 
Can  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  the  effects 
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will  ceafe,  when  the  caufes  acquire  every 
day  new  energy  ?  Does  fire,  that  emblem 
of  activity,  ceafe  to  burn  when  fupplied 
inceffantly  with  frefh  fuel  ?  Does  not  Ve- 
fuvius ,  who  eighteen  hundred  years  ago 
overwhelmed  with  lava  the  cities  of  Hercu¬ 
laneum  and  Pompeia ,  exercife  every  day  new 
ravages  ?  How  then  can  it  be  expected, 
that  this  deftruftive  aCtivitv,  which  is  the 
very  effence  of  the  prefent  crifis,  and  which 
every  thing  concurs  to  keep  up,  fhould  al¬ 
low  a  fpeedy  termination  to  your  difafters  ? 
Doubtlefs  it  is  a  flate  of  ardent  fever  which 
will  be  followed  by  extreme  debility,  but 
upon  what  grounds  can  you  calculate  the 
duration  of  the  paroxyfm  ?  Doubtlefs 
the  monftrous  edifice  of  the  French  revo¬ 
lution  will  end  in  ruin,  becaufe  it  is  built 
on  a  moving  fand,  and  becaufe  all  its  parts 
want  relation  and  connection  $  but,  per¬ 
haps,  a  great  part  of  the  prefent  genera¬ 
tion  will  moulder  away,  and  a  general 
mourning  cover  the  face  of  Europe,  before 
the  period  of  its  termination  arrives, 
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pointed  out,  as  it  has  been,  with  fuch  a 
ridiculous  prophetic  affurance. 

*  "  '  '  x  f  •  -  -A  '  ' 

Let  us  proceed  to  the  ftate  of  their  finan¬ 
ces,  that  powerful  refort  of  governments, 
which  at  all  times  decides  the  viftory;  and 
let  us  no  longer  be  the  dupes  of  illufion, 
if  we  find  them  with  refources  capable  of 
fuftaining  indefinitely  this  colollus  of 
power. 

V  .  i  t  f  -i  • 

Thofe  who  are  at  the  head  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  in  France  have  poffefled  them- 
felves  of  two-thirds  of  the  territory  of  that 
kingdom,  and  of  a  mafs  of  effects  of  a  va¬ 
lue  incalculable,  by  the  union  of  the  do¬ 
mains  of  the  crown  with  the  property  of 
the  clergy  and  nobility.  For  a  long  time 
paft  they  have  fwelled  daily  this  torrent 
of  depredation,  by  the  fpoils  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  victims  they  have  facrificed ;  and, 
if  they  ftill  proceed  with  the  fame  fury  in 
the  war  which  they  have  declared  againft 
all  the  rich,  they  will  fliortly  find  them- 
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felves  in  pofieffion  of  the  whole  property  of 
the  kingdom.  All  France  will  become  the 
portion  of  fuccefsful  villany ;  in  fuch 
hands  will  be  united  all  wealth  and  all  the 
means  of  fubfiftence. 

An  enormous  mafs  of  affignats,  to  the  e- 
miffion  of  which  no  bounds  are  fet,  and 
which  fear  forces  into  circulation  without 
complaint  and  without  difficulty  through 
the  whole  extent  of  the  kingdom,  ferves 
for  the  payment  of  all  articles  in  the  in¬ 
terior  ;  in  a  word,  the  pay  of  the  troops, 
their  fubfiftence,  their  equipment,  their 
marches,  &c.  in  fhort,  all  that  exhauft 
the  refources  of  foreign  powers,  coft  the 
Convention  nothing,  fince  they  have  con¬ 
verted  their  paper-mills  into  treafuries. 
To  fuch  a  degree  have  they  fubjugated 
France,  that  they  dare  attempt  any  thing 
without  hefitation  or  fear.  It  is  by  thefe 
means  that  they  expend  at  prefent,  in  fix 
weeks,  more  than  under  the  old  govern¬ 
ment,  which  they  fo  decry,  was  expended  in 

C  a 


(  i8  ) 


a  whole  year,  even  at  periods  of  the  great- 
eft  extravagance.  Yet,  notwithftanding 
this  monftrous  devaftation,  it  were  in  vain 
to  expert  their  means  to  be  exhaufted,  for 
this  can  only  arife  from  a  difproportion  of 
the  efforts  to  the  refources,  and  here  re- 
fourc.es 'fpring  up  as  it  were  by  magic  in 
proportion  to  their  wants. 

Such  enormous  expences,  without  doubt, 
have  their  bounds  ;  but  do  all  the  fove- 
r.eigns  of  Europe  together  poffefs  as  much 
as  the  Convention  have  found  means  to 
lupply  themfelves  with,  by  the  fpoils  of 
the  churches,  the  treafures  of  the  crown, 
and  the  fpeci.e  found  among  that  multitude 
of  perfons,  whole  wealth  alone  has  occa- 
iioned  their  arreft  or  maffacre  as  fufpedted 
perfons  ;  by  the  pillage  of  the  opulent  ci¬ 
ties  of  Lyons  and  Marfeilles ,  and  the  feizure 
of  all  the  gold  and  filver  wherever  it  was 
to  be  found.  It  is  by  means  of  this  trea- 
lure,  fcattered  with  profufion,  that  they 
keep  in  pay  emiffaiies  in  all  countries,  that 

they 
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they  receive  from  neutral  powers,  and  even 
from  their  enemies,  grain  and  other  ob¬ 
jects  of  confumption  that  cannot  be  dif- 
penfed  with  3  for  I  am  far  from  being  of  o- 
pinion  with  thofe  who  think  that  the  moft 
part  of  thofe  cargoes,  which  continually 
arrive  in  the  ports  of  France,  are  lo  many 
gratuitous  fuccours  fent  them  by  their  wor¬ 
thy  brethren,  the  foreign  patriots.  I  am 
fufficiently  acquainted  with  this  clafs  of 
men  to  know,  that  intereft  is  the  firft  of 
their  paffions,  even  before  that  of  doing 
mifchief:  the  French  have  nothing  to  hope 
for  from  them  but  fanguinary  willies  and 
underhand  manoeuvres,  and  to  expect  the 
commiffion  of  the  greateft  crimes  if  they 
ever  attain  the  power  of  glutting  their 
vengeance  with  impunity.  How  grievous 
it  is  to  be  daily  more  convinced,  that,  to 
the  moft  part  of  mankind,  nothing  is 
wanting  to  make  them  atrocious  but  being 
left  to  their  own  natural  perverfity  !  .  .  « 
But  let  us  refume  the  enumeration  of  the 
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refources  of  the  prefent  government  of 
France. 

V 

Are  the  armies  in  want  of  any  thing  ? 
Are  any  of  their  fupplies  retarded  ?  Thefe 
objects  are  put  in  requijition  through  the 
whole  country  ;  inftantly  every  one  haftens 
to  (trip  himfelf ;  the  thinking  and  wife 
man,  on  that  fcore  more  expofed  to  their 
malevolence,  diftinguifhes  himfelf  by  the 
extent  of  his  patriotic  gifts,  as  they  are 
called,  too  happy  in  faving  his  head  by 
fuch  a  facrifice.  This  is  not  only  the  cafe 
with  refpect  to  things  the  moft  trifling,  as 
the  procurement  of  lint  and  old  linen  for 
the  wounded,  it  is  extended  univerfally  to 
all  objects  without  exception  •>  nothing  more 
is  wanting  to  procure  men  and  horfe§  for 
the  tranfmiffion  of  their  difpatches  to  the 
provinces  and  the  armies  ;  the  fignature  of 
the  firft  villain  that  the  Convention  ha9 
inverted  with  its  full  powers  effedts,  as  by 
a  magic  charm,  in  two  days,  what  would 
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take  up  fovereigns  as  many  months,  and  at 
an  enormous  expence. 

We  might  adduce  numerous  other  cir- 
cumftances,  which  all  concur  in  proving 
to  demonstration  that  the  French  poffefs  a 
multiplicity  of  advantages  againft  their  e- 
nernies,  effentially  depending  on  the  dread¬ 
ful  crifis  with  which  they  are  agitated;  for, 
what  fovereign  is  there,  be  he  as  defpotic 
as  he  may,  who  could  dare  to  do  once 
what  the  pretended  regenerators  of  France 
have  been  inceffantly  doing  for  four  years 
pad  ?  A  light  impoft,  loudly  called  for  by 
circumftances  for  the  fecurity  of  perfons 
and  property,  is  the  objedt  of  a  thoufand 
complaints  and  objedtions,  whilftin  France 
they  difpofe  arbitrarily  of  every  thing,  and 
the  leaft  murmur  on  the  part  of  the  plun¬ 
dered  is  the  fignal  of  his  execution. 

It  would  be  eafy  to  Ihew  the  vaft  impor¬ 
tance  of  another  cireumilance,  which  no¬ 
thing  can  counter-balance.  The  regicides 
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fight  on  their  own  foil,  furrounded  by  for- 
treffes  which  facilitate  their  attacks,  enfure 
their  retreat,  and  afford  to  their  armies 
an  opportunity  of  repofing  themfelves ; 
they  have  a  certainty  of  being  able  eafily  to 
repair  their  Ioffes.  The  allies,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  are  in  an  enemy’s  country,  fur- 
rounded  by  fpies ;  their  territories,  expofed 
on  all  fides,  have  no  other  fecurity  but  the 
places  they  can  render  themfelves  matters 
of ;  their  Ioffes  can  only  be  repaired  after  a 
long  delay,  and  then  with  extraordinary 
difficulty  and  expence  5  in  fhort,  they 
fhould  have  a  continuation  of  brilliant' 
and  uninterrupted  fuccefs,  to  enable  them 
to  accomplifh.  their  views ;  for,  if  it  fhould 
happen  that  victory  fhould  entirely  range 
herfelf,  for  a  Angle  day,  on  the  fide  of 
fuch  frantic  rage,  fuftained  by  a  great 
fuperiority  ©f  number,  all  would  be  loft 
paft  redemption. 

What  conclufion  fhould  be;  drawn  from 
filch  fad  and  incontrovertible  truths  ?  The 
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reverfe  of  that  which  the  ill-defigning  that 
furround  you  advife  j  becaufe  it  is,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  found  policy  to  purfue  a  line  of 
conduft  oppofite  to  that  of  your  enemy. 
They  defire  a  peace,  that  is  impofiible  : 
profecute  a  vigourous  war,  for  one  cannot 
treat  but  with  a  generous  enemy.  What 
would  be  thought  of  thofe  peaceable  na¬ 
vigators,  who,  after  abundance  of  pro¬ 
vocation,  of  outrages,  and  menaces,  fhouid 
refolve  to  unite  their  force  againft  a  pirate, 
from  whom  they  could  only  expect  fiave- 
ry  or  death,  if  foon  after  they  were  ob- 
ferved  to  devote  themfelves  as  viftims, 
and  endeavour  to  treat  with  this  plunderer 
becaufe  they  met  with  more  refiftance 
than  they  expected  ?  and  that,  without 
dreaming  that  their  want  of  fuccefs  is  at¬ 
tributable  to  the  want  of  union  and  har¬ 
mony  in  their  efforts,  at  the  moment 
when  a  little  conftancy  and  the  combina¬ 
tion  of  all  their  forces  would  have  rid  the 
feas  of  this  deftrudtive  fcourge,  and  have 
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been  for  ever  the  pledge  of  their  fecu- 
rity. 

Let  us  fuppofe  a  veflel  containing  a 
great  number  of  paffengers  of  diffe¬ 
rent  defcriptions,  of  various  countries ; 
national  prejudices,  difference  of  lan¬ 
guage,  every  thing  concurs  to  render 
them  abfolutely  ftrangers  to  each  other, 
perhaps  even  enemies.  A  leak  in  the  fhip 
is  difeovered,  and,  for  fame  time,  no  one 
is  alarmed  at  its  progrefs:  at  length  they 
begin  to  fee  their  danger,  and  a  part 
of  them  fet  themfelves  diligently  to  work, 
whilft  the  ethers,  as  a  cloak  for  their  want 
of  inclination,  urge,  as  a  pretext,  either 
their  weaknefs  or  their  own  perfonal  fecu^ 
rity  in  the  midft  of  the  general  alarm. 
At  length,  the  danger  becomes  imminent, 
the  moment  of  illufion  is  paft,  the  image 
of  death  is  prefent  to  the  view  of  all  •  in 
£n  inftant  all  their  differences  are  forgot, 
they  all  underftand  each  other,  every  one 
fumifjies  his  aid  to  the  fame  objeft,  their 
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approach  to  the  fhore  gives  them  new  ar¬ 
dour,  and  the  veffel  is  quickly  fafely  in 
port . The  application  is  not  equi¬ 

vocal,  the  veil  is  thin  enough,  but  there 
is  one,  be  it  never  fo  tranfparent,  and 
henceforth  the  naked  truth  fhould  appear. 
Europe  is  this  vefiel  threatened  with  fpee- 
dy  deftruddion  ;  this  long  and  fatal  indiffe¬ 
rence  all  the  powers  have  long  had  to  re¬ 
proach  themfelves  with,  and  even  at  pre- 
fent,  whilft  fome  exhauft  themfelves  in  ef¬ 
forts  for  the  fafety  of  all,  the  general  voice 
points  out  others  that  refufe  their  affif- 
tance  to  fecond  them;  .  .  .  perhaps  that 
underhandedly  oppofe  them.  God  forbid 
that  the  parallel  fhould  flop  here  ;  may 
the  urgency  of  the  danger  open  their  eyes 
at  length,  before  it  is  too  late.  I  have 
no  doubt  of  the  iuccefs  of  their  united  ef¬ 
forts;  Paris  is  the  obje£l  to  which  they 
muft  aim,  but  let  them  never  forget  that 
the  campaign  of  1794  will  irrevocably  de¬ 
cide  their  deftiny. 


It 


4 


(  26  ) 


It  is  without  doubt  this  union,  this  har¬ 
mony,  which  we  fhould  moft  ardently 
.  with ;  but,  if  ever  we  have  the  happinefs 
to  fee  the  concurrence  of  all  hearts,  of  all 
efforts,  towards  this  one  end,  it  will  be 
ftill  effentially  neceffary  to  profit  of  the  fa- 
lutary  leffons  of  experience,  and  to  employ 
a  new  fyftem  of  tadtics  againft  an  enemy 
that  has  overturned  every  thing.  It  is  too 
evident,  that  there  is  ground  for  more  than 
one  reproach  in  the  employment  of  the 
forces  during  the  campaign  of  1793.  I  en¬ 
deavour  to  forget  that  which  preceded  it; 
I  refpedt  the  impenetrable  veil  which  covers 
thofe  operations,  and  I  turn  away  my  eyes 
from  the  unheard-of  calamities  which  were 
the  confequence,  that  I  may  repofe  with 
pleafure  on  this  period  fo  honourable  to 
the  Auftrian  arms. 

Breda  was  taken  :  the  important  place  of 
-  Maeftricbt ,  bombarded  with  vigour,  was 
menaced  with  fpeedy  deftrudtion :  Holland 
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was  on  the  point  of  being  invaded,  and  to 
have  enfured  the  triumph  of  crime  :  a  fpe- 
cies  of  miracle  was  neceffary  to  quiet  the 
florin.  The  prince  of  Cobcurg ,  although 
in  expectation  of  confiderable  reinforce¬ 
ments,  in  fpite  of  the  rigours  of  the  fea- 
fon  and  the  great  inferiority  of  his  forces, 
did  not  hefitate  to  make  the  attempt:  there 
was  not  a  moment  to  be  loft.  Succefs, 
fuch  as  the  annals  of  hiftory  afford  no  ex¬ 
ample  of,  crowned  this  heroic  refolution  : 
on  all  fides,  the  regicides,  panic-ftruck, 
were  difperfed,  cut  in  pieces,  abandoning 
their  magazines  and  artillery,  flying  in  dis¬ 
order  before  a  final!  army,  and  in  the 
fame  country  where  the  junction  of  all 
their  forces  could  only  advance  ftep  by 
ftep  againft  a  body  of  fifteen  thou  land 
men  haraffed  with  fatigue.  They  feemed 
to  rally  at  Nerwinde >  at  the  call  of  the 
intrepid  Dumourier ,  only  to  give  additio¬ 
nal  luftre  to  the  triumph  of  the  conque¬ 
rors.  Numbers,  impetuofity,  the  rage  of 
defpair,  all  gave  way  to. the  intrepidity  of 
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the  brave  Auftrians  and  the  expertnefs  of 
their  generals.  Fame  has  never  publifhed 
exploits  fo  rapid  or  fo  brilliant;  every 
day,  every  hour,  was  the  fignal  of  frefti 
fuccefs ;  one  can  compare  this  trium¬ 
phant  march  to  nothing  but  the  irritated 
waves  of  the  ocean,  overwhelming  every 
thing  in  their  way,  and  fcattering  on  the 
Ihore,  at  a  diftance,  all  the  impurities 
that  fully  its  bofom. 

Of  what  happy  fuccefs  did  not  thefe  firft 
events  feem  the  fortunate  prefages  ?  The 
difgrace  of  D  amour  ier,  that  man  lefs  dan¬ 
gerous  by  his  extraordinary  talent?,  than  by 
his  profound  wickednefs,  took  place  almoft 
at  the  fame  moment.  The  bold  ftroke  of 
authority,  which  he  ftruck  againft  Beurnon - 
'ville  and  the  four  deputies  that  came  to  an¬ 
nounce  to  him  the  fupreme  orders  of  the 
conventional  band,  his  great  influence  o- 
ver  the  troops,  whom  he  had  almoft  per- 
fuaded  to  march  towards  Paris,  all  feemed 
to  announce,  that  the  laft  hour  of  wicked¬ 
nefs 
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nefs  was  at  hand.  A  heap  of  puerile  in- 
confiflences,  which  can  fcarcebe  accounted 
for  by  the  rage  of  revenge  or  the  madnefs 
of  pride,  gave  occafion  to  the  entire  mif- 
carriage  of  the  vaft  plan,  which,  in  a  An¬ 
gle  day,  would  have  broken  the  fceptre  of 
the  Convention  ;  at  leaft,  the  refult  would 
have  been  a  total  diforganization,  and  a 
confirmation  from  which  the  greateft  ad¬ 
vantages  might  be  expected.  Enlightened 
and  impartial  obfervers  faw  with  painful 
aftonifhment  the  inaction  of  the  allies, 
while  Dampierre  colledled  the  fcattered  re¬ 
mains  of  his  army,  and  foon  put  himfelf 
in  a  condition  to  attack  his  conquerors: 

Full  of  refpeft  for  the  intentions  and 
the  talents  of  the  generous  Auftrians,  I 
conclude  that  powerful  reafons  determined 
their  conduct ;  I  imagine  that  they  wifhed 
to  wait  for  reinforcements  of  men  and  ar¬ 
tillery  to  be  able  afterwards  to  ftrike  a  de- 
cifive  blow $  but,  in  fighting  againft  the 
French,  could  that  fupply  of  forces  ba¬ 
lance 
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lance  the  advantage  of  profiting  of  the 
general  terror  which  the  name  of  the 
Auftrians  had  infpired?  Afterwards,  all 
their  attempts  were  victorious,  but  never 
did  they  dream  of  drawing  any  advantage 
from  fuch  fuccefs ;  every  vigorous  blow  that 
was  ftruck  has  been  the  fignal  of  long  in¬ 
action,  which  has  deftroyed  all  the  fruits 
of  it.  The  French,  ftruck  with  terror, 
have  always  had  leifure  to  recover  them- 
felves,  although  it  is  this  falutary  terror 
which  fltould  not  have  ceafed  for  an  in- 
ftant  to  be  the  order  0}  the  day ,  to  ufe  the 
expreffion  which  thofe  butchers  apply  to 
their  viftims ;  it  is  this  which  brought  a- 
bout  and  has  fupported  the  revolution,  and 
if  it  does  not  powerfully  concur  in  deftroy- 
ing  this  monftrous  fabric,  there  is  too 

much  reafon  to  fear  that  the  efforts  of  the 
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allied  powers  will  but  aggravate  in  vain  the 
evils  of  humanity. 

The  effeCf  of  this  error  was  evident,  when, 
after  the  famous  ftege  of  Valenciennes ,  fo 
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long  deferred,  fo  inaftive  for  forfie  time, 
and  followed,  like  the  reft  of  the  opera¬ 
tions,  with  a  fatal  inaction,  they  prefented 
themfelves  before  the  camp  of  Cefar . 
With  what  pleafure  we  return  to  this 
brilliant  sera,  when  nothing  could  reani¬ 
mate  the  conventional  army,  neither  this 
pofition,  which  nature  feems  to  have  ren¬ 
dered  impregnable,  nor  thofe  immenfe  la¬ 
bours,  where  art  feems  really  to  have  ex- 
haufted  her  refources,  nor  the  numerous 
artillery  with  which  the  redoubts  were 
furnifhed.  Terror  preceded  the  arms 
of  the  allies,  hitherto  conftantly  vi£to- 
rious  5  their  intrepidity,  dire&ed  by  a 
wife  fyftem  of  ta£lics,  had,  as  yet,  met  with 
no  obftacles.  The  fame  fentiment  per¬ 
vaded  all  the  regicides.  To  try  a  frefti  bat¬ 
tle  was,  in  the  eyes  of  all,  to  expofe 
themfelves  to  frefh  defeat,  and  they  were 
feen  to  abandon  without  ftriking  a  blow, 
at  the  meer  approach  of  the  enemy,  this 
fame  camp,  which  twenty  thoufand  hands 
had  put  into  a  fituation  to  refill  every  at¬ 
tack  j 
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tack  $  which  they  reprefented  not  long 
before  to  the  Convention  as  the  bulwark 
of  France,  and  which  was  generally  con- 
lidered  as  the  greateft  obftacle  to  the  arri¬ 
val  at  Paris.  What  a  precious  moment 
for  ftriking  fome  decifive  blows,  either  by 
purfuing  to  the  utmoft  the  fugitive  army, 
or  by  prefling  the  redu£tion  of  the  places 
where  this  unexpefted  retreat  had  fcattered 
terror,  and  who  found  themfelves  left  to  their 
own  defence  !  What  more  favourable  augur 
could  there  be  for  the  reft  of  the  campaign ! 
Major  d' jifpre  is  ordered  to  fummon  Cam - 
bray :  from  all  parts  he  hears  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  wiflitofurrender;  that  they  had  fcarcely 
any  garrifon,  and  that  its  refiftance  would  be 
foon  overcome,  as  they  would  not  expofe 

,  i 

themfelves  to  the  fate  of  Valenciennes  ;  that 
the  place  was  entirely  unprovided  with  the 
means  of  defence,  and  that  fcarcely  any 
cannon  defended  the  ramparts,  &c.  .  .  . 

Neverthelefs,  the  governor  made  the  u- 
fual  reply  in  thofe  cafes ;  unlefs  where  his 
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intentions  were  before  known  :  he  protefted 
he  would  defend  himfelf  to  the  laft  extre¬ 
mity.  A  few  red-hot  bullets  and  a  couple 
of  hundred  of  fhells  fent  amongft  them 
would  have  eafily  fubdued  thofe  pretended 
proje&s  of  refiftance,  and  have  enfured  the 
pofieffion  of  that  important  place.  At 
pretent,  it  would  be  necefiary  to  wafte 
much  precious  time  under  its  walls,  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  ammunition,  to 
have  three  parallels,  facrifice  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  men  in  the  trenches,  have  a  nume¬ 
rous  army  to  cover  the  fiege,  and  to  gain 
fignal  victories,  merely  to  be  able  to  carry 
on  the  operations.  It  is  efpecially  in  war, 
that  opportunity  loft  is  feldom  or  never  re¬ 
trieved. 

The  refufal  of  the  governor,  without 
having  regard  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
place  and  of  the  conventional  army,  was  the 
fignal  of  a  retrogade  march.  It  was  then 
that  that  fatality,  which  feems  to  prefide 
over  the  deftiny  of  France  and  to  draw  it 

D  rapidly 
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rapidly  to  deftrudlion,  gave  occafion  to  the 
refolution  of  dividing  the  forces  of  the 
allies  for  the  purpofe  of  undertaking  the 
fieges  of  Dunkirk  and  ^uefnoy.  From  this 
period  may  be  dated  all  their  failures. 

The  Duke  of  York  took  the  rout  of 
Dunkirk,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  forty 
thoufand  men.  The  celerity  of  his  march  $ 
his  arrival  under  the  walls  of  this  city 
without  heavy  artillery,  long  before  the 
time  agreed  upon  with  Admiral  Macbride, 
who  ought  to  have  prefled  on  the  fiege  on 
the  fide  of  the  fea ;  the  heroic  but  inconfi- 
derate  intrepidity  with  which  they  purfued 
the  enemy  even  to  the  glacis  of  the  place  $ 
the  flight  of  the  Irilh  general,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  town,  into  England ;  ...  all 
concurred  in  (hewing,  that  they  had  a  cor- 
refpondence  within,  and  that  they  reckon¬ 
ed  fo  much  on  this,  as  to  negledf  the  moft 
common  precautions  of  prudence.  If 
they  had  only  been  provided  with  artillery 
for  the  fiege,  and  that  care  had  been  taken 
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to  Jet  Admiral  Macbride  into  the  fecret  of 
this  premature  march,  to  be  able  to  employ 
force  if  necefiary,  a  place  of  the  force  of 
Dunkirk  would  probably  have  been  car¬ 
ried  before  it  could  have  received  fuccours. 
Perhaps  it  would  have  been  fufficient  that 
this  force  was  on  the  fpot  to  have  made 

JL 

its  employment  unneceflary;  for,  the 
grand  means  to  draw  advantage  from  in¬ 
telligence  within,  is  to  be  prepared  to  aft 
without  it. 

As  foon  as  it  was  perceived,  that  they 
could  no  longer  reckon  on  their  intelli¬ 
gence  with  the  governor,  unhappily  re¬ 
garded  as  infallible,  they  thought  to  have 
recourfe  to  ordinary  means  of  vigour, 
and  to  wait,  in  a  fort  of  forced  inaftion, 
the  arrival  of  the  heavy  artillery.  During 
this  time,  fome  floops  with  cannon  and  one 
or  two  armed  veffels  renewed  inceffantly 
their  ravages  in  the  camp  of  the  allies, 
and  destroyed  with  impunity  the  Auftrian 
cavalry.  The  garrifon,  on  its  part,  ap- 

D  a  predating 


(  36  ) 


predating  daily  more  juftly  the  menacing 
expreffions  of  the  fummons,  feeing  that 
it  was  no  longer  intended  even  to  inveft 
them,  receiving  every  inftant,  by  the  way 
of  Gravelines ,  reinforcements  of  all  kinds, 
and  the  affurance  of  being  fpeedily  relie¬ 
ved,  made  frequent  forties,  and  refitted 
more  than  ever  every  fpecies  of  capitu¬ 
lation. 

The  fame  conventional  hordes,  that  had 
abandoned  pofitions  the  moft  impregnable 
at  the  meer  approach  of  the  allies,  deter¬ 
mined  in  their  turn  to  make  an  offenfive 
war  when  they  faw  them  divided,  and  ex¬ 
pected  beforehand  certain  fuccefs  from  the 
union  of  almoft  all  their  forces  againft  an 
army  of  forty  thoufand  men,  obliged  to  be 
again  fub-divided  into  an  army  of  obfer- 
vation  and  a  befieging  army,  and  to  keep 
in  check  a  garrifon,  the  number  of  which 
might,  at  any  time,  be  augmented,  and 
their  efforts  directed.  The  camp  of  Caf* 
fel  was  intended  as  the  place  of  rendezvous 

of 
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of  the  regicides ;  the  troops  arrived  there 
by  little  and  little  in  fmall  detached  par¬ 
ties,  without  an  attempt  being  made  to 
interrupt  the  inarch  of  a  fingle  battalion. 
In  fliort,  after  having  aflembled  their  for¬ 
ces  at  leifure,  fince  the  place  was  mot 
for  an  inftant  inverted,  after  having  well 
contrived  the  plan,  and  being  affured  of 
the  means  of  execution,  they  rufhed  like 
a  torrent  into  the  plain  :  then  the  intre¬ 
pid  refiftance  of  the  allies  only  ferved  to 
prolong  the  carnage,  retard  a  few  moments 
their  defeat,  and  to  expofe  to  more  immi¬ 
nent  danger  the  perfon  of  the  com¬ 
mander-in-chief,  and  one  of  the  Tons  of 
the  king  of  England,  both  wounded  and 
on  the  point  of  being  made  prifoners. 
We  know  the  exceffive  lofs  that  took  place 
in  men,  cannon,  magazines,  See.  and 
the  rout  of  the  Dutch  at  Menin  and  JVer- 
wick ,  which  was  the  immediate  confe- 
quence ;  neverthelefs,  general  Houchard , 
who  had  juft  been  crowned  by  fo  brilliant 
a  victory,  was  almoft  immediately  brought 
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to  the  fcaffold;  and,  of  all  the  generals 
that  have  fallen  under  the  axe  of  the  guil¬ 
lotine,  he  is,  perhaps,  the  only  one  whofe 
death  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  affaffi- 
nation,  for  it  is  certain  that  worfe  con- 
fequences  might  naturally  have  been  ex> 
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The  valour  of  the  Auftrian  army  and 
the  fkilfulnefs  of  their  leaders  foon  checked 
the  progrefs  of  the  regicides,  and  drove 
them  back  within  their  own  territory ; 
but  nothing  could  repair  the  enormous  Iof¬ 
fes,  of  all  kinds,  of  the  allies,  the  animofities 
that  were  the  confequence,  the  delay  of  the 
fiege  of  Maubeuge  at  fo  advanced  a  feafon, 
and  ftill  leis  the  dreadful  effedt  of  fo  many 
and  great  facceffes  on  opinion,  in  a  war 
entirely  of  opinion.  Hitherto  the  patriots 
had  combated  the  allies,  although  fatal 
experience  might  in  fome  fort  have  made 
them  be  confidered  as  invincible  :  the  vic¬ 
tory  at  Dunkirk  infpired  them  with  the 
fame  prefumption,  awakened  in  their  breafts 
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the  fame  hopes  as  amongft  the  favages  of 
America ,  when  they  faw,  for  the  firft 
time,  the  Europeans  fall  under  their  blows, 
whom  they  had  fo  long  confidered  as  be¬ 
ings  of  a  fuperior  clafs.  They  believed 
that  nothing  was  wanting  but  to  have 
their  efforts  well  directed ;  nothing  more 
was  wanting  to  juflify,  in  their  eyes,  the 
treafons  which  had  been  made  the  pretext 
for  the  difgrace  or  punifhment  of  fo  ma¬ 
ny  generals.  One  might  expert  them  foon 
to  exhibit  new  proofs  of  courage  :  an  oc- 
cafion  foon  prefsnted  itfelf. 

'  .  V  r  •'  >  c  ;  *•  * 

The  Auflrians,  who  were  on  the  point 
of  furrounding  Maubeugey  when  the  de¬ 
feat  of  the  allies  obliged  them  to  march 
with  all  fpeed  on  the  fide  of  Menin ,  per¬ 
ceiving  how  much  the  poffeffion  of  this 
place  enfured  the  tranquillity  of  a  great  ex¬ 
tent  of  their  frontiers,  determined  to  at- 

\ 

tempt  to  carry  it  before  the  end  of  the 
campaign.  All  the  redoubts  that  defend¬ 
ed  the  approaches  to  it  were  attacked  and 
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carried  at  once;  already,  in  fpite  of  the 
rigours  of  the  feafon,  the  city  was  invert¬ 
ed,  and  they  prefled  on  the  operations  of 
the  fiege ;  when  the  regicides,  who  had 
collected,  flowly  and  without  oppofition, 
all  their  forces  on  the  fide  of  Landrecy 
and  d' Avefnes,  made  an  attack  on  the  ar¬ 
my  of  obfervation.  Not  having  fucceeded 
in  this,  they  determined  to  hazard  another 
general  battle  the  day  following.  It  was 
then,  that,  ftimulated  by  the  madnefs  of 
fanaticifm  and  an  abundance  of  ftrong  li¬ 
quors,  they  threw  themfelves  in  the  mouth 
of  the  cannon,  which  mowed  down  whole 
ranks,  without  ceafing  to  fing  their  revo¬ 
lutionary  airs  in  the  midft  of  rivers  of 
blood,  the  cries  of  the  wounded,  and  heaps 
of  mangled  bodies.  Nothing  certainly 
could  refill  fuch  fury,  fince  the  brave  Aus¬ 
trians  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  ports. 
Their  retreat  was  that  of  the  lion  over¬ 
powered  by  numbers,  of  which  none  dares 
approach  too  near,  notwithftandirig  his 
lofs  of  blood  and  the  exhauftion  of  his 
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forces.  But,  at  laft,  the  fiege  of  Maubeuge 
was  forced  to  be  railed,  and  the  operations 
confined  to  the  defence  of  their  own  terri¬ 
tory.  With  what  confidence  in  their  forces 
mull  not  this  aftonifhing  fuccefs  againft  the 
beft  troops  and  generals  in  Europe  have  in- 
fpired  the  Convention  ! 

Whilft  this  was  going  on  in  this  part  of 
the  frontiers,  the  famous  lines  of  Weijfem- 
Icurgy  which  were  long  confidered  impreg¬ 
nable,  were  forced  in  lefs  than  an  hour  by  the 
armies  of  General  Wurmfer  and  the  Prince 
of  Condi  The  Pruffians  contributed,  by 
their  manoeuvres,  to  the  fuccefs  of  that 
day.  One  would  naturally  have  expected 
more  refiftance,  but  the  victory  at  Weijfem- 
bourg  was  one  confequence  of  the  check  at 
Maubeuge ;  for,  it  appeared  that  the  lines 
were  greatly  weakened  to  make  the  raifing 
of  the  fiege  of  that  place  more  certain. 

Let  us  not  lofe  the  occafion  of  making 
one  confoling  remark :  —  we  obferve  that 
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the  continual  tranfport  of  troops,  fo  fa¬ 
tiguing  and  fo  deflrudtive  to  men  and 
horfes,  (from  Alface  into  Flanders ,  and 
from  Flanders  to  Alfacey  from  the  army 
of  the  north  to  that  of  la  Vendee ,  from 
the  defiles  of  Savoy  under  the  walls  of 
Lycnsy  from  Lyons  to  Foulon ,  and  from 
Fculon  to  Perpignan ,)  and  the  long  in- 
adrion  of  the  armies  till  the  moment  they 
receive  reinforcements  from  other  points, 
prove  inconteftibiy  that  the  Convention 
begins  to  fuffer  for  its  monftrous  exceffes, 
and  that,  obliged  to  fend  its  partifans  in 
every  corner  of  the  kingdom,  to  redrain 
their  numerous  enemies  in  the  interior, 
they  cannot  employ  again  ft  thofe  without, 
fo  many  men  as  they  would  have  believed. 
It  proves,  likewife,  that  their  powerful  re- 
fiftance  depends  chiefly  on  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  attacked,  and  on  the 
liberty  they  have  always  had  to  unfurnifh 
without  inconvenience  all  points,  to  unite 
their  immenfe  force  in  that  which  was 
threatened,  ,  ' ,  , 


To 


(  43  ) 


To  return  to  the  lines  of  Weifl'embourg  — 
after  this  grand  fuccefs,  the  mod  impor¬ 
tant  without  doubt  of  the  war,  if  the  fruit 
Jiad  been-  gathered  from  it  that  might  na¬ 
turally  have  been  expected,  Lauterbou  g 
and  Weijfembourg  opened  their  gates ;  the 
victorious  army  made  a  march  of  feveral 
leagues  without  meeting  a  Angle  enemy. 
The  town  of  Haguenau ,  although  covered 
by  a  confiderable  foreft  which  might  have 
retarded  its  capture,  furrendered  without 
refiftance :  the  inhabitants  appeared  in  the 
mod  favourable  difpofitions  5  the  regicide 
army  was  in  a  manner  difperfed  and  ftruck 
with  confternation.  Stra/bourg  itfelf,  if 
we  may  credit  a  report  which  has  univer- 
fally  fpread  itfelf,  and  which  has  not  been 
contradicted,  Stra/bourg  offered  to  open  its 
gates  to  general  Wurmfer.  ....  But  I 
wi(h  not  to  fupport  my  reflections  on 
probabilities  or  fimple  conjecture,  and  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  that,  when  nothing 
left  was  thought  of  than  ftriking  a  deci- 
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five  blow  which  might  haften  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  evils  of  humanity,  that  no 
claufes  fhould  have  been  fuffered  to  exift, 
which  I  do  not  fay  could  have  provoked 
a  refufal,  but  which  could  defer  for  an 
inftant  the  conclufion  of  fuch  a  treaty. 

It  is  at  lead  inconteftible,  that  the  al¬ 
lies  had  a  numerous  and  powerful  party 
within  the  walls  of  StraJbourg>  and  that 
no  advantage  was  taken  of  the  firft  mo¬ 
ments  of  confirmation  of  the  patriots,  and 
of  the  rout  of  their  army,  to  endeavour 
to  get  pofieffion  of  that  important  place. 
It  is  likewife  certain  that  they  remained  a 
long  time  inadtive,  which  could  not  be 
owing  to  the  rigours  of  the  feafon,  fince 
the  activity  of  the  patriots  was  never  for  a 
moment  relaxed.  The  only  vigorous  at¬ 
tempt  that  was  made  was  the  attack  of 
Tort -Louis ,  which  furrendered  the  firft 
week.  In  fliort,  after  having  thrown  fome 
fhells  into  Landau  for  three  or  four  days, 
this  plan  was  entirely  abandoned,  to  adopt 
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the  fatal  and  everlafting  fyftem  of  block¬ 
ade  ;  as  if  it  were  extraordinary  to  meet 
with  a  degree  of  refiftance  on  the  part  of  a 
place  the  ftrongeft  in  the  kingdom,  and 
the  moft  perfect  work  of  M.  De  Vauban> 
of  which  the  moft  paltry  town  was  fufcep- 
tible. 

During  this  time,  the  Convention,  whofe 
great  art  confifts  in  taking  advantage  of 
the  errors  of  their  enemies,  and  in  em¬ 
ploying  the  tedious  intervals  which  have 
conftantly  feparated  their  operations,  haf- 
tened  to  fend  commiffioners  into  Alface . 
Terror,  exactions,  and  feas  of  blood, 
marked  their  progrefs.  After  having  put 
to  death,  as  fufpefted  perfons,  at  the  head 
of  the  army,  aft  thofe  that  did  not  carry 
the  revolutionary  delirium  to  the  laft  de¬ 
gree  of  exaltation,  to  confirm  the  preten¬ 
ded  treachery  which  had  explained  to 
the  eyes  of  the  multitude  the  capture  of 
the  lines,  they  fet  about  regenerating  in 
their  manner  the  city  of  Strajbourg  j  that 
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is  to  fay,  all  the  places  of  adminiftration 
were  entrufted  to  the  fans-culottes,  ap¬ 
proved  by  their  energy  and  their  perfeve- 
rance  in  wickednefs  ;  the  blood  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  rank  flowed  in  torrents  under  the  axe 
of  the  guillotine,  and  the  rich  of  all  clafles 
efteemed  themfelves  too  happy  in  pre-, 
ferving  their  lives  at  the  expence  of  enor¬ 
mous  pecuniary  contributions.  On  all 
tides,  the  requifition  for  men  was  enforced 
with  new  adtivity ;  confiderable  reinforce¬ 
ments  arrived  from  the  army  of  Jour  dan : 
fecure  of  being  able  to  draw  oft'  the  troops 
without  danger  before  an  enemy  that  had 
gone  into  cantonments,  they  colledfed  to¬ 
gether  all  the  garrifons  of  Alface  and  Lcr~ 
raine . I  forbear  to  enter  on  a  de¬ 

tail  of  the  fate  of  the  lines  of  la  Motter 
and  its  redoubts,  as  alfo  of  the  blockade 
of  Landau,  which  a  little  vigour  and  per- 
feverance  would  long  before  have  enfured 
the  pofleflion  of,  and  which  was  eftentiaily 

necefiary  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  allied 
armies.  The  relation  is  too  painful,  the 
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wound  frill  bleeds,  it  prolongs  the  reign 
of  wickednefs,  and  the  confequences  are  ir¬ 
reparable  to  all  the  unfortunate  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  newly-acquired  Alface ,  the 
dutchy  of  Deux^Ponts,  and  that  part  of 
Germany  which  was  obliged  to  be  aban¬ 
doned  to  the  unexampled  devaluations  of 
the  regicides. 

Let  us  not  fear  to  be  too  much  affedted 
by  truths,  on  which  depends  the  iafety  of 
empires  :  let  us  compare  the  different  cir- 
cumftances  of  good  and  ill  fuccefs,  let  us 
make  a  recapitulation  more  general  and 
brief  of  the  principal  events  of  the  laft 
campaign.  The  prince  of  Colour g ,  at  the 
head  of  a  fmall  army,  overcame  the  victo¬ 
rious  forces  of  the  patriots,  purfued  them 
always  with  bayonets  fixed,  delivered  Hol¬ 
land,  and  made  the  conqueft  of  the  Low 
Countries  in  lefs  than  a  month  :  the  camp 
of  Famarsy  which  under  Marfhal  Vi  liars  kept 
the  enemy  in  check  during  a  whole  cam¬ 
paign,  was  carried  in  a  few  hours  with 
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inconliderable  lofs:  the  famous  camp  of 
Cefar  was  evacuated  as  foon  as  the  allies 
formed  the  difpolitions  of  attack  ;  the  in¬ 
trenched  camp  of  Ghivelde ,  and  that  under 
Dunkirk ,  made  no  long  refiftance ;  four 
thoufand  men,  attacked  in  Marcbiennes , 
were  entirely  cut  to  pieced  or  taken  prifon- 
ers;  laftly,  a  fingle  hour  was  fufiicient  for 
the  redu&ion  of  the  formidable  lines  of 
Weijfembourg . 

Let  us  view  the  reverfe  of  the  pifture 
the  intrenchments  of  Hondfcoot  were  taken, 
inundated  with  the  blood  of  the  allies ; 
the  Dutch  army  that  defended  Menin  and 
Werwtck  was  put  to  the  rout;  the  Auf- 
trians  themfelves,  covered  by  numerous  ab- 
batis,  were  compelled  to  raize  the  fiege  of 
Maubeuge ;  the  approaches  to  Toulon,  on 
which  depended  the  fate  of  that  city,  and 
which  there  was  time  to  fortify  during  four 
months,  were  forced  in  lefs  than  an  hour ; 
the  lines  of  la  Motter  were  obliged  to  be  a- 
bandonned  almoft  without  refiftance,  where 
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four-and-twenty  redoubts  furnifhed  with 
artillery  croffed  their  fire  5  the  blockade  of 

Landau  was  raifed,  and  future  ages  will  not 
believe  the  fad  page  of  hiftory  of  this  iron 
age,  when  it  informs  them,  that  the  armies 
of  two  of  the  mod  powerful  potentates  in 
Europe,  commanded  by  General  TPruT'?nj6r 
and  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick ,  have  been 
driven  from  pofitions,  which  nature,  art, 
and  the  feafon,  contributed  to  render  im- 
pregnable,  by  a  confufed  mafs  of  plunder¬ 
ers  under  the  orders  of  Hoche  and  Pichegru  ; 
that  they  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  not 
only  all  their  conquefts,  but  even  their  ma¬ 
gazines,  and  an  important  part  of  their  own. 
territory,  which  they  have  feen  ravaged  in 
the  mod  atrocious  manner,  after  having 
placed  the  Rhine  between  them  and  the 
victorious  banditti. 

Is  it  not  very  natural  to  conclude,  from 
this  view,  that  the  little  fuccefs  of  the 
campaign  ought  to  be  much  lets  attributed 
to  the  infumciency  of  the  force  than  to  the 
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means  of  employing  it  ?  Does  it  not  evident¬ 
ly  refult,  that  regard  has  neither  been  paid 
to  the  nature  of  this  war,  nor  to  the  kind 
of  enemy  they  had  to  combat  ?  In  a  war 
of  opinion,  and  efpecially  againft  the 
French,  who  join  to  their  bravery  and  na¬ 
tural  impetuofity  all  the  delirium  of  fana- 
ticifm,  the  lead  check  they  feel  is  in  general 
the  forerunner  of  one  more  confiderable  $ 
the  lead:  delay  is  a  fault  of  which  the  ene¬ 
my  take  advantage  to  recover  from  their 
adonifhment  and  to  repair  in  an  indanfc 

their  forces :  the  fydem  of  a  defenfive  war 

% 

would  bring  on  the  inevitable  dedruftion 
of  the  moft  numerous  and  moft  valiant  ar¬ 
mies.  It  is  neceflary  always  to  attack  the 
regicides,  difperfe  them  in  time,  march 
up  to  them  before  they  have  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  offer  battle,  be  before-hand  with  them 
in  every  thing,  harafs  them  inceffantly, 
purfue  them  to  the  utmoft  when  they  are 
worded,  attack  them  the  day  after  victory 
fhall  have  declared  for  them  :  .  •  .  .  with 
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fuch  a  conduct  as  this,  ordinary  troops 
would  be  able  to  overcome  them ;  by  delay, 
forming  cordons ,  abbatis ,  and  lines,  thefe 
banditti,  by  their  deftru£Hve  activity  and 
their  ferocious  rage,  would  at  length  con¬ 
quer  the  foldiers  of  Alexander  ;  or,  to 
choofe  at  home  our  models  of  heroifm,  the 
Auftrians  themfelves,  who  would  wafte 
in  vain  all  their  valour  and  fkill. 

\  t  -  *v  y  „  .  *  *.  '  4 

The  reafons,  which  a  too -fatal  experience 

has  confirmed,  are  fufficiently  obvious :  I 

will  make  choice  of  one  of  great  weight, 

which  efTentially  relates  to  circumftances. 

No  one  is  ignorant  of  the  vivacity  and 
I  f 

warmth  which  diftinguifh  the  French : 

their  habitual  ftate  would  be  a  ftate  of  vio¬ 
lence  for  others.  Suppofe  now  that  all  kinds 
of  illufion  are  made  ufe  of  to  exalt  this 
inflammable  difpofition,  and  you  will  have; 
found  an  explanation  of  effects  in  appear- 

m  «  j 

ance  fo  extraordinary;  but  which  aftonifh 
thofe  only  who  have  neglected  to  inquire 
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into  their  caufes.  You  will  icQ  that  the  ar¬ 
mies  of  the  patriots  are  com  poled  in  great 
meafure  of  deluded  and  ignorant  people, 
united  by  want  or  by  violence,  but  direct¬ 
ed  by  experienced  leaders,  *It  will  be  feen, 
that  they  prepare  them  in  fome  fort  for 
combat,  and  then  they  referable  thofe  lava¬ 
ges,  who,  after  having  indulgedin  fermented 
liquors  and  fung  their  war-fongs,  become 
infpired  with  fury,  brandilhing  their  arms 
in  a  menacing  manner ;  or  to  thole  dogs, 
naturally  feized  with  fright  at  the  fight  of 
the  lion,  but  ealily  excited  to  attack  this 
terrible  animal  in  front,  who,  after  being 
furrounded  by  heaps  of  {lain,  is  at  laft  ex- 
haufted  by  afiaults  continually  renewed* 
It  will  not  be  ufelefs  here  to  make  known 
more  particularly  this  infernal  tadlic  fo 
worthy  of  the  monfters  that  invented 
it. 

When  the  regicides  mean  to  ftrike  one 
of  thofe  grand  blows,  which  the  committee 

of 
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of  public  fafety  has  traced  the  plan  of,  and 
for  the  fuccefs  of  which  the  head  of  the 
general  is  anfvverable  5  they  aflemble  the 
army,  the  commiffioners  appear,  decorated 
with  all  their  diftinftive  marks,  they  read 
fome  bombaft  of  the  Convention  or  of  the 
committee,  and  they  'add  an  harangue  in 
the  Oriental  ftyle  of  the  day.  Their  fworn 
emiffaries-fpread  themfelves  amongft  the 
ranks  to  make  the  neceffary  comments,  ap¬ 
plaud  the  brave,  and  excite  the  timid  ;  the 
air  is  rent  with  fhouts  of  Vive  la  republique  / 
with  imprecations  and  blafphemies  again  ft 
all  kings  under  the  name  of  tyrants,  a- 
gainft  all  fubjecls  under  the  denomination  of 
j laves  or  vile  j at ellites  of  defpctijm.  The 
women,  or  rather  furies  or  bacchantes ,  dif- 
tribute  brandy  in  immenfe  quantities  % 
warlike  mufic,  which  would  excite  the 
moft  cowardly,  gives  the  laft  help  to  their 
fury,  and  fifty  thoufand  wild  beafts,  foam¬ 
ing  with  rage,  pour  down  with  redoubled 
fpeed  and  with  the  cries  of  cannibals  on 
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foldiers  whofe  valour  is  excited  by  no 

paffion . Can  one  wonder  that  fuch 

a  (hock  fhould  flagger  and  finally  over¬ 
come  them  ? 

*  *  l  *  r  t  r 

In  attacking  the  patriots,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  one  is  always  fure  to  take  them  in 
fome  fort  unprovided ;  that  is  to  fay,  that 
you  have  no  longer  to  dread  that  fiery  im- 
petuofity,  that  mafs,  that  combination  of 
efforts  which  were  only  the  effedt  of  every 
kind  of  illuficn ;  the  paroxyfm  of  that  ar¬ 
dent  fever,  which  augments  fo  prodigioufly 
the  ftrength  of  the  phrenetic,  is  over;  eve¬ 
ry  one  is  in  his  natural  ftate,  no  common 
bond  of  union  unites  fo  many  incoherent 
parts,  they  have  no  longer  any  fubftitute 
for  great  talents  ;  diftruft  and  want  of  dis¬ 
cipline  foon  produce  confufion  and  fear. 
It  is  then  that  the  brave  troops  of  the 
Prince  of  Cobourg  and  General  Clairfayt 
regain  all  their  fuperiority  over  the  wild  fe¬ 
rocious  hordes  under  the  orders  of  Jourdany 
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Mtchaiiy  and  that  heap  of  petty  fubaltern 
villains,  which  fame  has  only  preferved 
from  obfcurity  to  expofe  them  to  the  exe¬ 
cration  of  pofterity.  Thefe  factitious  re- 
fources  difappear  with  the  caufe  that  gave 
them  birth  ;  and,  if  they  are  furprized  the 
inftant  afterwards,  nothing  is  met  with  but 
a  degree  of  feeblenefs  proportioned  to  the 
ftate  of  violence  to  which  they  owed  their 
fuccefs. 

The  fame  fpirit  of  impartiality  with 
which  I  am  guided,  and  which  makes  me 
form  fuch  ardent  willies  for  the  happy 
iliue  of  the  great  events  which  balance  the 
deiViny  of  Europe,  obliges  me  to  add  fome 
other  reflections  on  the  conduct  of  the  al¬ 
lies  ;  for,  the  want  of  vigour,  which  has 
been  attributed  to  the  generals,  extends  it- 
fclt  alfo  to  the  operations  of  governments, 
and  has  produced  everywhere  confequences 
equally  fatal.  It  was  faid  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  laft  war,  that  the  pen- 
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dulurri  of  M.  de  Sartine  always  went  flower 
than  that  of  the  Englifh  minifter;  with 
what  reafon  might  it  not  be  faid  at  pre- 
fent  of  the  pendulums  of  all  the  cabinets 
of  Europe,  with  regard  to  that  of  the 
committee  oj  public  Jafety  ?  I  dial!  only  cite 
two  examples  in  proof  of  a  truth  but  too 
evident.  The  firft  is  the  unhappy  war  in 
la  Vendee ,  carried  on  by  fubjefts  of  the 
ftrifteft  fidelity ;  aflembling  themfelves  as 
it  were  by  a  miracle,  maintaining  themfelves 
by  an  activity,  a  harmony,  and  perfeve- 
rance,  without  example,  providing  them¬ 
felves  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  artille¬ 
ry  from  the  regicides  themfelves  by  the 
firmnefs  of  their  refolution.  Is  it  poffible, 
that  fuch  generous  men,  profeffing  in  all 
their  purity  the  principles  of  religion  and 
monarchy,  fhould  be  left  feven  or  eight 
pionrhs  to  depend  on  their  own  exertions, 
furrounded  on  all  tides  with  enemies,  with-* 
out  magazines,  without  ftrong  places,  ha-? 
ying  always  the  fame  anny  to  cppofe  to  ar-r 
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mies  which  are  inceffantly  reinforced  and 
renewed.  At  length,  however,  there  ap¬ 
peared  an  intention  to  fuccour  them,  and 
meafures  were  taken  to  that  effeft ;  but, 
whether  it  was  owing  to  the  fatality  of  cir¬ 
cumstances,  or  the  ill  contrivance  of  the 
difpofitions,  w'hen  the  royalifts  appeared 
on  the  coaft,  they  found  none  of  the  fuc- 
cours  they  had  hoped  for.  Unprovided 
with  heavy  artillery  and  with  the  means  of 
attack,  they  marched  to  Ihed  rivers  of 
blood,  under  the  walls  of  the  paltry  town 
of  Granville,  without  the  lead;  utility ;  the 
fear  of  being  betrayed,  of  being  in  want 
of  neceffaries,  and  of  being  fhut  up  to¬ 
wards  the  ocean  without  any  means  of  fe- 
curity,  determined  thefe  generous  victims 
to  return  into  the  interior,  and  to  follow 
their  rout  in  the  midft  of  an  innumerable 
multitude  of  enemies,  their  only  refource  in 
defpair.  The  Englixh  armament  arrived  at 
Guernjey  foon  after ;  but  this  delay  left  no¬ 
thing  but  tears  to  be  Hied  for  fo  many 

thoufands 
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thoufands  of  faithful  fubjeds,  the  object 
of  our  dearefl  hopes  and  of  the  well-found¬ 
ed  fears  of  the  Convention.  One  cannot 
calculate  the  confequences  of  a  conduft  fo 
contrary  to  the  interefts  of  found  policy 
and  humanity.  Already  the  monftrous  edi¬ 
fice  of  the  republic  would  have  fallen  to 
ruins  if  it  had  been  early  perceived,  that 
France  would  never  be  conquered  without 
more  or  lefs  of  the  efforts  of  the  French 
themfelves  $  that  the  counter-revolution 
depended  principally  on  the  fuccefs  of  the 
royalifts  ;  that  their  army  would  naturally 

be  increafed  by  the  number  of  faithful  fub- 

* 

je&s  that  were  oppreffed  or  compelled  to 
feign  patriotifm ;  laftiy,  that  it  was  efta- 
blifhed  in  a  canton  extremely  abundant, 
entirely  unfurnifhed  with  flrong  places, 
where  the  fuccefs  of  one  day  might  deter¬ 
mine  the  conqueft  of  many  departments, 
and  conduct  the  triumphant  army  under 
the  walls  of  Paris. 
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I  pafs  to  the  fecond  example,  which  is 
not  lefs  afflicting  nor  lets  decifive  for  the 
progrefs  of  the  allies.  It  will  be  fufficient 
to  mention  the  fa£is.  A  piece  of  good  for¬ 
tune,  and  fuch  as  the  chances  of  war  have 
never  perhaps  furnifhed  an  example  of, 
put  Toulon  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh, 
without  the  lofs  of  a  man  or  the  firing  a  An¬ 
gle  gun :  they  found  there  three- and- 
twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  of  which  two 
were  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  guns,  three 
of  eighty,  and  all  the  others  of  feventy-four, 
with  a  proportionate  number  of  frigates 
and  other  veffels ;  three  thoufand  cannon 
for  the  marine,  without  reckoning  a  con- 
fiderable  land-artillery,  ammunition  of  all 
kinds  in  abundance,  all  forts  of  {lores  for 
the  equipment  of  a  navy,  and  a  popula¬ 
tion  from  twenty- five  to  thirty  thou¬ 
fand  inhabitants  in  general  well  dtfpofed  to 
fuflain  vigoroufly  the  decifive  ftep  they  had 
taken,  by  at  firft  difowning  the  authority 
of  the  Convention,  and  finifhing  by  deli¬ 
vering  themfeives  into  the  hands  of  its 


enemies. 


enemies.  Every  thing  concurred  to  engage 
the  allies  to  put  themfelves  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible  in  a  ftate  to  carry  on  an  offenfive 
war,*  and  the  geographical  fituation  of 
T 'oulon ,  enabled  them  to  do  this  with  great 
advantage,  particularly  that,  in  carrying  on 
their  efforts,  they  would  meet  with  no 
place  in  their  way,  whatever  direftion  they 
took.  The  regicides  were  not  in  force  in 
that  part,  had  fcarcely  any  troops  of  the 
line,  and  could,  with  extreme  difficulty, 
procure  ammunition  and  provifions.  It 
was  the  only  way  to  have  made  them  eva¬ 
cuate  the  county  of  Nice,  to  reftore  by 
that  means  to  the  Piedmontefe  and  Aujlrian 
army  all  its  activity,  to  act  in  concert 

‘  *  * 

*  Little  more  force  was  neceffary  than  to  guard  fuffici- 
cntly  the  town  and  harbour  of  Toulon ,  where  they  were 
obliged  to  divide  the  troops  into  feventeen  important  pofts, 
of  which  the  principal,  as  the  redoubt  of  Balaguier ,  and 
the  mountain  of  Pharon ,  which  were  forced  by  the  pa¬ 
triots,  were  nearly  two  leagues  diHant,  and  feparated  by 
the  fea  in  fuch  a  way,  as  to  be  able  to  afford  each  other 
no  Lind  of  adiflance. 


with 


(  61  ) 


with  the  Spaniards  of  RouJUIon,  and  to  take 
advantage  of  the  vicinity  of  fome  pro¬ 
vinces,  whofe  difpofition  to  bring  about  a 
counter-revolution  was  fufficiently  appa¬ 
rent. 

What  was  done  to  preferve  fo  precious 
and  unhoped-for  a  conqueft  ?  a  garrifon  fuf¬ 
ficiently  weak,  compofed  of  four  different 
nations,  {peaking  as  many  languages,  and 
{fill  more  divided  in  their  views  and  ani- 
mofities  than  by  difference  of  language. 
Without  doubt  it  was  neceffary  at  firfl  to 
employ  any  that  could  be  procured;  but 
by  what  fatality  was  it  that  nothing  was 
heard,  except  in  the  gazettes,  of  thofe 
fix  thoufand  Auftrians  who  fhouldhave  em¬ 
barked  forthwith  at  Genoa  and  Leghorn , 
and  for  which  tranfports  had  been  fo  long 
prepared?  what  could  have  deferred  the 
fending  an  equal  number  of  Bnglifh, 
which  had  been  affembled  at  Cork  at  the 
firft  moment  almoft,  fo  long  that  they  did  not 

arrive 
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arrive  till  a  month  after  the  evacuation  ? 
Either  of  thefe  reinforcements  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  been  fufficient  to  have  defended 
this  important  place  againft  the  efforts  of  a 
body  of  five-and-twenty  thoufand  men  levied 
in  hafte.  Its  lofs  depended  on  the  capture 
of  a  fingle  redoubt,  which  there  was  time  to 
have  fortified  at  leifure,  and  which  did 
not  hold  out  an  hour;  while  at  Cajfel \ 
oppofite  Menlz ,  where  there  was  not  a 
veftige  of  fortification,  the  regicides  in 
an  inftant  threw  up  intrenchments  fo  for- 

_  t  ’  i  ’  s.  /f. 

midable,  that  the  Auftrians  and  Pruflians 
feemed  to  think  it  impoflible  to  attack  them 
with  fuccefs. 

*  «.  <  .  i  *  ■  •  ■  * 

Penetrated  with  the  conduct,  fuperior 
to  all  praife,  of  the  government  and  people 
of  England,  I  rejedf  with  difdain  the 
charges  of  difaffedhon  to  the  caufe  which 
this  event  gave  rife  to ;  I  regard  them  as 
the  offspring  of  malevolence,  or  of  that 

injuftice  which  misfortune  is  too  apt  to 
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infpire  with.  But,  with  the  fame  fpirit  of 
impartiality  and  juftice,  I  fhall  infift  on 
one  objeft  which  has  not  been  fufficiently 
taken  up,  and  which  was  the  effeft  of  the 
moft  atrocious  policy,  if  it  cannot  be 
attributed  to  the  moft  unexampled  and 
inexcufable  negligence;  I  alk  why  all  the 
French  fhips  were  not  fent  for  fecuritv 
to  Italy  or  Spain,  from  the  moment  that 
fears  began  to  be  entertained  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  place,  from  the  day  when 
the  Britifh  commiffary,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot, 
imparted  his  fears  to  government,  and 
concluded  by  faying,  that,  without  a  fpeedy 
reinforcement,  he  could  fcarce  flatter  him- 
felf  to  be  in  pofleflion  of  Toulon  by  the 
25th  of  December  ? .  .  .  .  The  loyal  French, 
reduced  to  regret  in  fome  fort  that  all  the 
fhips  were  not  reduced  to  afhes,  cannot 
but  lament  the  lofs  of  thofe  which  were  a 

prey  to  the  flames  and  which  might  have 
been  preferved  fo  eaflly. 
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Confider  well,  you,  in  whole  hands  re* 
pofes  the  deftiny  of  Europe  ;  it  is  infinitely 
better  not  to  have  fuccefs,  than  to  make 
retrograde  motions.  What  confidence  now 
can  you  hope  to  infpire  the  unhappy 
French  with,  even  the  greateft  enemies 
to  the  prefent  tyranny  ?  The  refpedlable 
inhabitants  of  Longwy ,  of  Verduny  and  of 
a  part  of  Champagne ,  who  fhewed  you 
fome  regard,  have  paid  with  their  heads, 
or  at  leaf!  they  expiate  in  mifery  and  exile, 
their  efforts  to  favour  the  progrefs  of  your 
arms;  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants  of 
Toulon,  of  all  ages,  fex,  and  condition, 
wander  in  a  ftrange  land  a  prey  to  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  indigence  and  defpair,  and  many 
hundreds  of  thofe  that  remained  in  the 
walls  of  that  unfortunate  town,  condemned 
to  total  deftruftion,  have  curfed,  in  the 
midft  of  their  fufferings,  your  cruel  vifit; 
the  worthy  inhabitants  of  Haguenauy  and 
all  the  parts  of  conquered  Alface ,  are  fa- 

crificed 
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crificed  or  fled;  thofe  of  Fort  Louis ,  not 
knowing  where  to  find  a  refling-place, 
regret  not  having,  after  the  example 
of  Latidau ,  endeavoured  to  oppofe  you 
with  all  their  might ;  the  partial  ravages  of 
your  bombs  would  only  have  more  or  lefs 
damaged  their  dwellings,  which  your  mines 
have  totally  deflroyed  ....  No:  the  lofs 
of  battles  would  not  have  hurt  you  fo 
much  as  your  ephemeral  fuccefs. 

But  let  us  call  a  veil  over  calamities  un¬ 
happily  irreparable  ;  let  us  not  recall  part 
errors,  but  to  gain  falutary  leffons  for  the 
future.  That,  which  makes  at  prefent  the 
object  of  our  regret,  ought,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  be  the  motive  of  our  warmefl 
hopes.  It  is  evident,  that  the  governments 
of  Europe  are  far  from  having  employed 
all  the  means  in  their  difpofal,  and  from 
having  always  made  the  belt  ufe  of  them* 
while  we  may  defy  the  committee  of  public 
fafety  to  fhew  a  greater  degree  of  union,  of 
activity,  vigour,  or  energy,  than  they  have 
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already  exerted.  Let  kings  lay  afide  (or  at 
leaft  adjourn  to  a  time  of  greater  tranquil¬ 
lity)  thofe  views  of  intereft,  thofe  projedls 
of  aggrandizement,  thofe  perfonal  animo- 
fities,  thofe  fatal  calculations  of  egotifm, 
which  furnifh  to  the  malevolent  fuch  dan¬ 
gerous  arms,  which  cool  and  difcourage 
faithful  fubjedfs  ;  let  them  be  always  juft 
and  magnanimous,  let  them  fhew  them- 
felves  worthy  their  high  ftations ;  let  cle¬ 
mency  and  goodnefs  prefide  in  their  go¬ 
vernments,  and  thereby  gain  all  worthy 
hearts  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  let  a  rod 
of  iron  be  ready  to  ftrike  the  firft  diftur- 
ber  of  the  public  peace,  who  fhould  be 
tempted  to  miftake  this  goodnefs  for  weak- 
nefs. 

Let  the  generals  put  themfelves  above 
thofe  miferable  calculations,  the  offspring 
of  pride,  which  have  fo  often  made  the 
tears  of  humanity  flow;  let  them  well 
confider  the  fublimity  of  their  auguft 
functions;  let  them  not  forget,  that  they 

do 
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do  not  belong  to  this  or  that  nation  in 
particular,  but  that  all  Europe  has  charged 
them  to  defend  its  glory,  its  interefts,  its 
existence  even,  again  ft  thofe  hordes  of 
cannibals,  who  have  fworn  its  definition 
and  annihilation ;  let  all  their  faculties  be 
directed  to  this  one  end ;  let  them  call  to 
mind,  what  would  have  become  of  Rome, 
if  Hannibal  had  led  on  his  victorious  troops 
immediately  after  the  battle  at  Cannes  $ 
and  that  Rome  foon  accomplifhed  the  de- 
ftrution  of  Carthage ;  in  fine,  let  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  Marfhal  Bouflers ,  placing  him- 
felf,  at  Malplaquet ,  under  the  orders  of 
Villarsy  who  had  a  right  to  the  command, 
and  who  prefled  him  to  accept  it,  teach 
them,  that  true  glory  and  the  height  of 
heroifm  confift  in  the  facrifice  of  perfonal 
confiderations  as  often  as  any  advantage 
can  refult  to  the  public  good.  .  .  .  Then, 
yielding  on  all  fides,  wickednefs  will  ex¬ 
piate  its  bloody  trophies ;  religion  may 
hope  to  fee  her  altars  reared  anew;  fo 

many  victims,  who  groan  in  exile  or  op- 
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prefllon,  will  feel  a  fweet  ray  of  hope  in  their 
bofoms,  torn  by  all  the  evils  which  can  af- 
fiidt  humanity  $  the  wealthy  will  be  fecure  of 
tranfmitting  to  their  children  the  patrimo¬ 
ny  of  their  fathers  or  the  fruits  of  their 
own  induftry  ;  the  virtuous  citizen,  in 
whatever  clafs  it  may  have  pleafed  heaven 
to  place  him,  will  have  again  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  feeing  forne  ferene  days. 

Now  that  I  have  relieved  my  opprefled 
heart,  and  fulfilled  the  talk,  impofed  on 
every  one,  -of  contributing  to  the  public 
good  by  the  means  which  are  in  his  pow¬ 
er  $  now  that  I  have  announced  by  my 
cries  the  danger  which  threatens  the  ca- 
pitoly  it  would  be  perhaps  proper  to  pre- 
ferve  filence;  but  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
make  known  the  grand  operation,  which 
fhould  be,  according  to  my  ideas,  the  ba~ 
fis  of  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  and  which 
I  mention  with  hefitation,  out  of  refpedt 
to  the  talents  of  the  able  generals  who 
-  ,  .  are; 
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are  at  the  head  of  the  armies,  and  left  my 
zeal  fhould  carry  me  too  far. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  campaign 
of  1794,  it  appears  to  me,  that  it  ftionld 
open  with  the  fiege  of  Lijle.  At  the  in- 
ftant  that  the  tricoloured  flag  fhall  ceafe  to 
fly  on  its  ramparts,  a  great  ftep  will  be 
gained  towards  a  counter-revolution,  and 
the  people  of  France  begin  to  think  feri- 
oufly  of  it;  the  regicides  will  be  ftruck 
with  confternation,  the  other  towns  will 
more  readily  open  their  gates.  Weft  Flan¬ 
ders  will  no  more  have  to  dread  thofe  conti¬ 
nual  incurfions  which  lay  it  watte,  the  allies 
may  advance  with  confidence  into  the  inte¬ 
rior,  leaving  behind  them  fo  important 
a  place,  and  may  carry  with  them  a  greater 
force,  fince  they  will  have  nothing  to  fear 
for  a  large  extent  of  their  frontiers.  This 
meafure  appears  to  me  indifpeniable, 
but  I  am  far  from  concealing  the  difficul¬ 
ties  that  may  attend  it.  1  let  out  by  fup- 
pofing  a  collection  of  a  very  conliderable 
.  F  ?  force ; 
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force ;  for,  by  half-means  no  kind  of  plan 
can  be  crowned  with  fuccefs. 

Five-and-forty  thou  Hind  men,  at  leaft, 
ought  to  have  charge  of  the  operations  of 
the  fiege ;  an  army  of  feventy  thouiand  ef¬ 
fective  troops,  the  Ioffes  of  which  they 
fhould  always  be  ready  to  repair,  fhould  be 
deftined  to  cover  the  operations  another 
body  of  nine  or  ten  thoufand  men,  almoft 
entirely  compofed  of  light  troops,  fhould 
advance  fucceffively  in  front  and  on  the 
wings  to  harafs  the  enemy  in  different 
points,  difperfe  them  when  they  firft  at¬ 
tempt  to  affemble,  and  enable  the  ^rand 
army  to  avoid  all  unneceffary  exertions. 
Let  them  not  flatter  themfelves  to  proceed 
without  difficulty  in  the  fiege  of  Lijley  as 
in  that  of  Valenciennes  3  on  the  contrary, 
they  muft  expe£l  to  meet  with  the  moft 

1 

multiplied  and  vigorous  efforts.  Still  lefs 
let  them  think  of  waiting  the  effefts  in 
ftrong  pofitions,  or  behind  abbaiis,  as  at 
Maubeuge  $  the  allies  fhould  dread  all  ob- 
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ftacles  that  might  impede  them  an  inftant 
from  purfuing  the  enemy.  This  army 
fhould  be  always  in  motion ;  it  fhould 
march  entire  or  in  parties,  to  diffolve  in 
time  any  collections  of  the  enemy  that 
were  capable  of  refitting  the  light  troops 
that  might  be  formed  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood.  Should  an  innumerable  multitude 
unite  at  a  diftance,  with  intention  to  pour 
down  on  them  m  a  mafs,  iet  them  exert 
themfelves  early  to  marcn  and  offer  tnem 
battle  in  the  moft  open  country.  That  is  the 
theatre  worthy  the  invincible  valour  of  the 
Auttrians  and  their  allies ;  it  is  there  that 
the  union  of  military  virtues  will  be  feen 
to  triumph  over  thofe  plundering  hordes, 
marching  under  the  ftandard  of  wickednefs; 
it  is  there  that  a  victory  may  be  dearly 
bought,  but  it  is  there  alfo  that  nothing 
can  hinder  their  gathering  the  fruits  of  it, 
in  purfuing  to  the  utmoft  all  the  advanta¬ 
ges,  and  by  taking  from  the  enemy,  for  a 
a  long  time,  the  power  of  annoying  them; 
for,  if  they  once  fucceed  in  putting  fuch 
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troops  to  the  rout  in  the  open  plain,  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  rally  them. 

The  conduft  of  the  befieging  army  fhould 
in  every  thing  correfpond  with  that  of  the 
army  of  obfervation  ;  that  is,  their  minu¬ 
ted:  operations  fhould  have  for  their  ob¬ 
ject  to  conciliate  the  greateft  poflible  a&ivity 
with  the  indefpenfable  rules  of  prudence $ 
and,  in  general,  they  fhould  often  depart 
from  ancient  methods  in  circumftances  fo 
new  and  unprecedented.  Let  immenfe 
quantities  of  ammunition  be  prepared  be- 
fore-hand,  to  be  fate  of  not  being  obliged 
to  fufpend,  or  even  relax,  for  an  inflant 
their  efforts.  Let  there  be  tranfported  un¬ 
der  the  walls  of  Lijle  a  great  number  of 
mortars,  let  them  open  the  trenches  the 
very  day  the  troops  prefent  themfelves  be¬ 
fore  it,  let  nothing  be  neglected  to  ftrike 
with  terror  and  aftonnliment  by  bold 
itrokes  and  extraordinary  adlivity,  for  this 
is  of  the  firft  importance  in  a  city,  the  nu¬ 
merous  population  of  which  muft  neceffa- 
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riiy  have  more  or  lefs  influence  on  the 
garrifon.  Let  the  operations  of  the  fiege 
be  carried  on  after  this  plan,  modified  by 
eventual  circumftances  ;  but  let  nothing 
relax  the  fire  of  the  batteries;  they  will 
approach  nearer  according  to  the  greater 
fuccefs  of  their  works.  Let  no  cold  ball 
be  thrown  into  the  city,  let  the  preference 
be  given  to  Ihells,  the  terrible  effedt  of 
which  is  fo  proper  to  attain  the  end  propo- 
fed  :  let  the  number  of  times  each  piece  is  to 
be  fired  be  fixed  invariably  beforehand,  and 
at  the  precife  minute  let  each  of  them  deal 
out  terror,  devaluation,  and  death,  •  .  ,  • 
My  heart  bleeds  in  tracing  thefe  cruel 
lines :  —  is  it  I  that  can  form  fuch  wifhesi 
I,  no  whom  the  misfortunes  of  others 
make  fo  deep  an  impreffion;  I,  who 
*  love  my  country  fo  dearly,  and  who 
would  give  my  blood  to  put  an  end  to  the 
calamities  which  afflidl  it  ?  alas  it  is,  and  it 
is  humanity  that  fuggefts  to  me  thefe 
violent  remedies,  for  the  pure  blood  of 
France  is  fpilt  by  a  thoufand  channels;  we 
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muft  haften,  whatever  be  the  price,  to 
flop  its  courfe  j  and,  to  attain  this  end, 
nothing  has  remained  for  a  long  time  paft 
but  to  choofe  between  bad  and  worfe.  The 
purity  of  my  intentions  comforts  me,  the 
importance  of  the  dbjeft  I  aim  at  gives 
me  courage.  In  fo  dreadful  a  crifis  all 
parleying  would  be  a  crime  $  fuch  fatal 
pity  would  referable  that  of  the  furgeon, 
cruelly  fenfible,  who,  to  fave  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  pain  to  his  patient,  fhould  hefitate 
to  cut  to  the  quick  to  flop  the  progrefs 
of  a  gangrene^  every  timid  confideration 
would  have  the  fame  effe£t  as  the  ignorant 
zeal  of  thofe,  who,  inflead  of  pulling 
down  in  time  the  houfe  adjoining  to  one 
on  fire,  fhould  wafte  themfelves  in  efforts  to 
throw  a  trifling  ftream  of  water  in  the  midfl 
of  the  blaze,  and  thereby  give  a  new  activity 
to  the  devouring  flames. 

Nothing  remains  for  me  but  to  join 
with  elevated  hands  the  good  of  all  coun¬ 
tries,  in  fupplicating  the  God  of  hofts 
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to  blefs  this  new  crufade,  undertaken  In 
the  moft  holy  of  caufes,  and  truly  worthy 
an  enlightened  age.  Ill  betide  thofe  un¬ 
feeling  ones  whofe  eyes  are  not  opened  by 
thefe  days  of  tribulation,  and  who,  in  this 
aftonifhing  feries  of  fupernatural  events,  do 
not  mark  and  adore  the  hand  that  ftrikes 
us  !  but  their  number  diminiflies  every 
day,  and  religion  fees,  with  tendernefs, 
return  into  the  fold,  the  flock  that  had 
ftrayed  without  probability  of  return. 
Deign,  Omnipotence,  to  finilh  thy  work, 
difarm  thy  juft  wrath,  withdraw  thy  aven¬ 
ging  arm,  remove  the  fatal  veil  which 
conceals  virtue  from  fuch  a  multitude  of 
fouls,  purchafed  by  thy  blood,  and  which 
perfift  in  running  to  their  deftruftion ; 
deign  to  watch  over  the  thoufands  of  vic¬ 
tims  on  the  point  of  being  facrificed  by 
the  affaffins  hand;  preferve  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  remains  of  that  auguft  family  who 
offer  us  fo  terrible  an  example  of  the  no- 
thingnefs  of  worldly  grandeur,  reftrain 

thofe  hands  that  are  lifted  for  their  deftruc  ? 
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tion,  flop  thofe  currents  of  blood  which 
are  about  to  flow ;  in  employing  at  thy 
command  all  the  means  in  our  power,  it  is 
in  thee  that  we  place  our  hopes  !  No 
longer  fuffer  the  triumph  of  wickednefs, 
break  the  inftruments  of  thy  vengeance,  and 
may  the  impious  be  taught w4at  length  to 
know  the  God  they  have  fa  outraged  ! 

»  p  *  ,  * 

All  thefe  fleeting  examples,  rigorous  as 
they  appear  to  us,  will  be  fo  many  fignal 
favours,  if,  by  thy  grace,  they  teach  to 
kings  to  fhew  themfelves  thy  worthy  images 
on  earth ;  to  people  never  to  withdraw 
themfelves  from  thofe  bounds  of  fubmiflion 
which  their  true  intereft  prefcribes  ftili 
more  than  their  duty;  to  all  of  us,  that 
this  world  is  only  an  abode  of  grief  and 
exile,  and  that  we  fhould  haften  to  profit 
by  the  misfortunes  of  this  life  to  render 
©urfelves  worthy  to  tafie  at  length  more 
durable  enjoyments ! 
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